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Proposals to develop the banks of the 
orth Shore Channel with parks, forest 
preserves and a landscaped thoroughfare 
were announced by Mayor Richard J. 
Daley on April 11. 

Recommendations for this land, owned 
by the Metropolitan Sanitary District of 
reater Chicago, were based on a study 
by the Department of City Planning. The 
190 acres involved are in ‘two narrow 
Strips, 200 to 300 feet wide and about 
1B miles long, between Lawrence Avenue 
Yn Chicago and Lake Michigan in Wil- 
#nette. 

)) Representatives of the Cook County 
Board, Forest Preserve District, Sanitary 
MDistrict and Chicago Park District have 
endorsed the plan. Development would 
®e by the city, the Park District, the For- 


fest Preserve District and the suburbs 


: hrough which the channel runs. 

M Because of many proposals made for 
the area, the Mayor directed Commis- 
toner Ira J. Bach to conduct a special 
tudy in conjunction with the current re- 
‘ision of the General Plan. 

| The department’s recommendations 

ere: 
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Commissioner Ira J. Bach (left) discusses model of Marina City with architect Bertrand 
ioldberg. Department staff members visited the model and model apartments March 24. 
lans include two 60-story circular apartment buildings, a theater, a commercial building 
nd a marina for small boats. The Building Service Employees International Union will 
ponsor the $36,000,000 development, north of the Chicago river between State and 


Plan for Parks Along North Shore Channel Announced 


1. Lease of 40.21 acres of unde- 
veloped Sanitary District property in 
the city to the Chicago Park District, 
for conversion into picnic sites, boat 


ramps and recreational areas. 
(continued on back page) 
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Positive action on a major proposal of 
the Central Area Plan is evidenced by 
the increasing number of dwelling units 
under way in the heart of the city. 

More than 13,500 modern living units 
have been proposed, started or completed 
since the announcement of the develop- 
ment plan by the Department of City 
Planning in August 1958. 

The plan calls for the construction of 
50,000 new dwelling units conveniently 
located near core area employment, cul- 
tural and recreational facilities. 

The developments under way include 
a complete range of housing accommo- 
dations, from high-rise buildings along 
Lake Shore Drive to the extension of 
the Cabrini Homes development by the 
Chicago Housing Authority. 

Marina City will contain 900 middle- 
income apartments on the north bank of 
the Chicago River. Similar units are 
planned in two Chicago Land Clearance 
Commission projects, North-LaSalle and 
Harrison-Halsted. (see table on page 2) 

Commissioner Ira J. Bach and other 
department staff members visited the 
model of Marina City on March 24. This 
unique development will include two 60- 
story circular buildings, with apartments 
beginning on the 20th floor. The first 
floors will contain a spiral parking area 
for 900 cars. 

Within the complex will be a skating 


rink, health club, theater, shops, storage 
spaces for 700 small craft and a one-acre 
park. These facilities will draw visitors on 
a year-round, day-long basis. 

“Attracting people back to the heart 
of the city is one of the Central Area 
Plan’s most important objectives,” Bach 
said. “Here, families may enjoy the full 
range of employment, recreational and 
cultural opportunities which only a 
great urban center can offer. 

“The many developments proposed or 
completed since announcement of the 
plan indicate great confidence in the fu- 
ture of Chicago,” he said. ‘These build- 
ings are establishing the new residential 
environment in the central area.” 

The plan calls for construction of 
dwelling units on land not now being 
used for residential purposes, such as 
along the north bank of the Chicago 
River. This approach will minimize te- 
location problems. 


Commissioner Ira J. Bach (right) shows 
ceremonial key presented to him for ‘’Cre- 
ative City Planning—the Key to a Greater 
Chicago” to Mrs. Bach. Kenneth Schuham, 
of the Schuham Hardware Co., looks on. 


PLAN COMMISSION HEARS $400 MILLION CTA PROPOS 


A $400 million dollar program for ex- 
panded rapid transit and parking facili- 
ties was presented to the Chicago Plan 
Commission April 7 by Virgil E. Gun- 
lock, chairman of the Chicago Transit 
Authority board. 

The program would be jointly financed 
by public and private funds. It would in- 
crease business activity in downtown Chi- 
cago and promote the economic develop- 
ment of the metropolitan area, Gunlock 


id. 
Gunlock presented a new proposal 


for construction of park-and-ride gar- 
ages or lots adjacent to suburban rail- 


road stations and business centers. 
Three proposals were originally sub- 


mitted in 1958, in the CTA’s 20-year 


Bach Receives Award for Urban Planning Leadership 


An award for outstanding leadership in 
the field of urban development was pre- 
sented to Commissioner Ira J. Bach March 
8. 

More than 200 Chicago area architects 
attended an award dinner sponsored by 
the Yale and Towne Manufacturing Com- 
pany and the Schuham Hardware Com- 
pany of Chicago, in the Skyline Room of 
the Sherman Hotel. 

James D. Young, general sales man- 
ager of Yale and Towne, presented Bach 
with a plaque in the shape of a key bear- 
ing the inscription, “Ira J. Bach, Who 
Exemplifies Creative City Planning—the 
Key to a Greater Chicago.” 

In accepting the award, Bach said that 
the leadership of Mayor Richard J. Daley 
and the cooperation of other city officials 
and civic organizations have been the 


basis of planning achievement in Chi- 
cago. He described progress in realizing 
the proposals of the 11/,-year-old De- 
velopment Plan for the Central Area of 
Chicago. 

Two similar citations have been made, 
one to Vice President Richard M. Nixon 
and one to Dr. Arturo Frondizi, Presi- 
dent of Argentina. 


Planners, Architects Attend Design Conference At Urbana 


What constitutes good urban design? 
How can planners, engineers, architects 
and landscape architects work together to 
achieve it? How much control should 
government agencies have over design? 

These were some of the questions dis- 
cussed at the Urban Design Conference, 
April 2, at the University of Illinois, Ur- 


The following 17 major residential developments have been proposed, started or completed since 
announcement of the Development Plan for the Central Area in August 1958: 


Development and Location Description 


Approximate Number 
of Dwelling Units 


Cabrini Extension, Division- 
Sedgwick-Larrabee-Chicago 


Chicago Housing Authority, public housing, completed, 


1,921 


Chestnut-Dewitt building proposal 
ciency apartments. 


Chicago East, 215 E. Chicago Ave. 
27-story building. 


Announced March 1960, 21-story building, one-bedroom and effi- 156 


Announced March 1960. Ground breaking scheduled for July 1960, 296 


Chicago-State-Kinzie-LaSalle area 
proposal 


General area proposal by Loebl, Klutznik, Manilow and Kramer. r 5,000 


*Executive House, 71 E. Wacker Dr. 


Completed, 40-story hotel with kitchen in each unit. 448 


Harrison-Halsted project 


Chicago Land Clearance Commission project, for private redevelop- 600 
ment, acquisition and demolition under way. 


Marina City, Kinzie-State-river- 
Dearborn 


Announced February 1960. Ground breaking scheduled for June 1960. 896 


Near West Side Urban Renewal 


Community Conservation Board project. Final project report com- 
Area pleted. Limited clearance for private redevelopment. 


1,295 (max.) 


North Avenue-LaSalle Project 


Chicago Land Clearence Commission project, for private redevelop- 1,600 
ment, acquisition and demolition under way. 


*Oxford House, Wabash-South 
Water 


Near completion. Motor hotel with kitchen in each unit. 


30 E. Elm Completed. 


33 E. Cedar Completed. 


253 E. Delaware Completed. 


1150 Lake Shore Drive Completed. 


1445 N. State Parkway Completed. 


1550 Lake Shore Drive 


Near completion. 


1555 N. Dearborn 


Building permit issued. 


*Hotels with kitchen facilities for each unit. 


TOTAL 13,588 


SOURCE: Announcements by developers, building permit data, reports by renewal agencies. 


Does not include conversions or new buildings of less than 100 units. 


program. They include mae arcad} 
adjoining downtown rapid transit sé} 
tions, garages at outlying CTA statioy 
and extension of rapid transit facilities 

These recommendations were bass 
upon extensive studies by CTA. Durit} 
the downtown peak hour, 34 per cent || 
all passengers are handled by suburbs} 
railroads, 33 per cent by CTA rapid tray 
sit, 16 per cent by bus and 16 per cent I 
auto. | 

“If all rapid transit and suburban r2 
service were eliminated, 166 addition} 
expressway lanes would be required | 
handle the traffic load,’ Gunlock sail 

The commission referred Gunlock’s ri) 
port to the Department of City Planni | 
for use in revision of the General Plan. | 


One Zoning Ordinance amendment 24 
fecting 19 item changes was approved |} 
the commission. The change would pe 
mit off-site parking spaces for new buill 
ings, for storage of private passengy 
automobiles. | | 

A companion ordinance previouss) 
approved by the commission affectiri 
existing buildings is now before tl! 
City Council. | 


bana. Approximately 125 Illinois meq 
bers of the American Institute of Plaj 
ners, American Institute of Architects a) 
American Society of Landscape Architeg}. 
attended. | 

James Arkin, of the Department | 
City Planning general plan divisid 
spoke on community planning desig 
He pointed out three major concer 
the cone of vision, or what a pers 
actually sees as he travels through ¢ 
city; the timelessness of civic art; aj 
the problem of preserving existif 
good design in American cities. 

“The world’s great civic monument 
such as the Acropolis and the Rom 
Forum, have lasted for centuries. TH 
were planned to allow addition of mai 
elements through the years,” he said.) 

“This realization of timelessness ci 
serve as an example to planners in i 
United States today. Outstanding desii\, 
of public buildings and open spat] 
would do much to encourage civic pri] 
and participation.” | 

George Wickstead, Chicago planniij 
consultant, was program chairman for t| 
conference. Louis B. Wetmore, a consu 
ant to the Department of City Planniry 
is head of the university's planning aj, 
landscape architecture department, whi) 
made technical arrangements. 

Paul Oppermann, executive directori) 
the Northeastern Illinois Metropolit 
Area Planning Commission, an ( 
liam Deknatel, Chicago architect, pa} 
ticipated in a panel discussion on me? 
ods of accomplishing good urb} 
design. 


1 


%, 
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Leading planners from Stockholm, Sweden, Inge Horlen and Joakim Garpe (seated, 


ar right), discuss Chicago’s program in the Department of City Planning conference room, 


larch 28. 


Commissioner Ira J. Bach (standing, right) describes the department's activities. 

Other participants in the meeting were (left to right) Richard A. Pavia, assistant to the 
pmmissioner; Robert W. Christensen, director, capital improvements program division; 
eslie S. O’Gwynn, director of planning; Norman Elkin, director, coordination division; 
ames C. McInerney, head, graphic section; Dean Swartzel, deputy director, Northeastern 
linois Metropolitan Area Planning Commission; Paul N. Zimmerer, director of research 
standing); and Deputy Commissioner Clifford J. Campbell. 


-OUNTY ADOPTS COMPREHENSIVE ZONING AMENDMENT 


BY WALTER BRONKHORST 
Zoning Division 

The County Board of Commissioners 
idopted the Comprehensive Amendment 
‘0 the Cook County Zoning Ordinance on 
March 8. 

Many measures ih the new ordinance 
ure similar to those of the city’s compre- 
nensive zoning amendment, passed by the 
City Council in 1957. The Cook County 
umendment, which covers unincorporated 
reas of the county, replaces the 1940 
Zoning Ordinance. It is the product of a 
wo-year study by the rezoning staff and 
nationally known consultants, who ana- 
lyzed needs for bringing the 1940 ordi- 
nance up to date. 

County Board President Daniel Ryan 
ippointed Daniel J. Ferrone as zoning 
idministrator on March 10. Ferrone 
played a major role in preparation of the 
omprehensive amendment as assistant 
echnical director of the rezoning staff. 
Between 1953 and 1958 he was chief 
slanner for the city’s rezoning program. 

Two Cook County offices will ad- 
ninister and enforce the comprehen- 
ive amendment. They are the Office 
»f the Zoning Administrator and the 
Zoning Board of Appeals. The Board 
»f Appeals will consist of five members 
ippointed by the President of the 
county Board. 

The Board of Appeals will take final 
ction on amendments, variations and 
pecial uses. Under the Chicago ordi- 
vance, the city’s Board of Appeals acts 
nly on appeals, variations and special 
ises. The City Council acts on amend- 
nents. 

Six residential districts are established 
yy the Cook County amendment, four 
ingle family and two for general resi- 


> 


dence. The location and designation of 
these districts is based on population den- 
sity related to existing and proposed pub- 
lic facilities, such as water and sewer 
lines, streets, schools and parks. 

The minimum lot area per dwelling 
unit requirements control population 
density. These requirements range from 
five acres in R1 districts to 1,500 square 
feet in R6. The R6 general residence 
district factor of 1,500 is midway be- 
tween Chicago’s R3 and R4 districts. 
The city’s most intensive general resi- 
dence district, R8, has a minimum lot 
area requirement of 115 square feet 
per dwelling unit. 


Business and commercial uses have 
been combined in the county’s compre- 
hensive amendment under the heading 
of “‘business districts.” The five business 
classifications are based upon the eco- 
nomic compatibility of uses and upon the 
need for business and commercial estab- 
lishments. Basically, three types of areas 
are provided, the convenience area, the 
general or regional shopping area and 
the general commercial area. 

Manufacturing districts follow the lat- 
est concepts in that they do not list per- 
mitted manufacturing types by name, but 
by performance standards. Three of the 
four manufacturing districts distinguish 
between the intensity of land use and the 
ability or inability to comply with per- 
formance standards. The fourth classi- 
fication, M4, designates motor freight 
terminal districts 


Regulations regarding signs are gen- 
erally similar to those in the Chicago 
ordinance. Off-street parking and load- 
ing requirements are generally greater 
than those in the city’s zoning code. 


Employment Report 
Predicts 142,000 More 
Chicago Workers By 1965 


BY ZARKO BILBIJA 
Research Division 

Employment in the City of Chicago, 
with Projections to 1965 was released by 
the department in December 1959. It 
represents the first systematic analysis of 
the size and characteristics of the labor 
force in Chicago. 


The report deals with three questions: 
(1) How many people are employed in 
Chicago? (2) In what activities are they 
employed? (3) Where do they come 
from? It also contains an historical review 
of these three aspects of the local work 
force since 1940, with projections to 1965. 
It predicts an increase of 142,000 Chi- 
cago workers from 1957 to 1965, to a 
total of 2,111,000. 


This is the first report in the depart- 
ment’s comprehensive economic base 
study. The study is providing essential 
information for revision of the General 
Plan of Chicago. At the same time, these 
reports assist private firms and organiza- 
tions with an interest in the local economy. 


The report indicates that shifts in 
Chicago’s economy during the past two 
decades have been dominated by two 
trends which are likely to continue. 
These trends are: (1) a decline in the 
importance of manufacturing, and (2) 
a growth of service and trade activities. 


The immediate consequence of these 
trends will be the change in character 
of the local work force. Chicago will need 
less unskilled labor, while the demand 
for skilled workers, technicians and white 
collar workers will rise. 

Several indirect changes might be as 
sociated with this shift in the composition 
of the labor force. They will be brought 
about by increased incomes and changes 
in buying habits in the community. 

Growing numbers of persons in serv- 
ice, trade and professional occupations 
can be expected to create a stronger de- 
mand for more and better goods and 
services of every variety, including bet- 
ter housing. Thus, both the housing 
market and retail trade are likely to be 
affected by changes in the city’s occu- 
pational structure. 

The projected increase in employment 
in Chicago will not all come from within 
the city. Local industries will maintain 
their importance in the metropolitan and 
national economies. The number of non- 
resident commuters in the city’s work 
force will increase. 

This trend will require a re-appratsal of 
the adequacy of mass transportation in 
the city and metropolitan area. The availa- 
bility of parking spaces in major Chicago 
business areas and the regulation of traffic 
flow will also be important issues. 
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(continued from front page) 

2. A long-range proposal for de- 
velopment of a park-like thoroughfare 
along the west bank of the channel. 

3. Lease of 46.1 acres of unde- 
veloped property outside the city limits 
between Devon and Howard to the 
Forest Preserve District. 

4. Lease of the remainder of the land 
north of Howard Street to the Forest 


Preserve District. mh ; 
Portions of this land within the city 


limits, mostly on the west bank, have 
been leased for various purposes. Between 
Devon and Howard, outside the city, the 
entire west bank is vacant except for the 
McCormick Boulevard right-of-way. Parts 
of the east bank are developed with in- 
dustrial uses. 
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TWENTY NEW STAFF MEMBERS JOIN DEPARTMENT IN 194 


Twenty new employees have joined 
the staff of the Department of City Plan- 
ning since the first of the year. 


Robert A. Adams began work as ad- 
ministrative assistant on March 1. He 
was formerly assistant to the executive 
secretary of the Neighborhood Redevel- 
opment Commission. 


Four city planners were employed re- 
cently. Dennis Johnson and Alexander 
Oglobin are serving in the coordination 
division, John Hetu in the general plan 
division and George Cooley in the re- 
search division. 


Weldon Allen and Albert Muller 
zoning division; Joseph Fong, general 
plan division; and Charles Bellick, re@ 
search division, are new research as 
sistants. 


Rudolph C. Foster, James F. Nola 
and Laurence E. Samuels have been em 
ployed as draftsmen in the graphic see 
tion. Richard Romanoff, clerk, has joine’ 
the staff of the research division. 


New stenographers are Carmencita Bé 
research; Sharon Hunt, administratior 
Florence McNeal, graphics; Julian 
Schwab, research; and Elnora Smitt 
general plan. 


